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Despite the increase in violence and political turmoil in Mexico, the Tourism Secretariat (Secretaria
de Turismo, SECTUR) expects a total of seven million foreign tourists to visit Mexico during 1994, an
increase of about 5% from 1993. Tourism Secretary Jesus Silva Herzog, addressing tourism industry
officials in San Luis Potosi state on April 29, said the seven million visitors are expected to generate
US$4.5 billion in revenue for the industry.
President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's administration is depending heavily on foreign tourism to help
keep the industry afloat. The country's economic recession, which began in 1993 and has continued
into 1994, significantly reduced hotel and motel occupancy during the peak May-August months for
domestic tourists (SourceMex, Sept. 1, 1993).
There was concern that such events as the uprising of the Zapatista National Liberation Army
(Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional, EZLN) in Chiapas and the assassination of governing
party presidential candidate Luis Donaldo Colosio would hamper the country's efforts to attract
foreign visitors. But according to Silva Herzog, the number of foreigners visiting the country's top 25
tourist destinations actually increased by 1.1% during the first quarter of the year.
Silva Herzog told reporters that SECTUR has budgeted about US$400 million for promotion and
support of the tourist sector this year, including the development of packages designed to attract
more visitors from Europe, Asia, and Latin America. At present, roughly 75% of the foreign visitors
to Mexico are from the US. The tourism official said the government also continues to look for new
opportunities for foreigners to visit Mexico, beyond "getting off an airplane and looking for the
beach." For example, he said Mexico is developing new resorts which focus on diverse areas such as
movie production, ecology and nautical activities.
Despite the effort to diversify, however, coastal resorts remain extremely popular with foreign
visitors. Statistics released by the National Tourism Fund (Fondo Nacional de Fomento al Turismo,
Fonatur) in early May indicate that the resort of Cancun in Quintana Roo state attracted almost onethird of all foreign visitors to Mexico in 1993. According to the statistics, about two million foreign
visitors stayed for at least three days in Cancun last year, in total spending about US$1.3 billion.
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